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1-800-CHOICES
Director: Stephen Thomas  7:47
A desperate young woman must make a fateful decision 
about her immediate future.

10 COUNT
Director: Vince Lozano  24:00
Follows Los Angeles boxers who dream of becoming 
Gold Medalist & World Champions.

21ST CENTURY COURTSHIP
Director: Eddie Lebron  17:28
Kay, a newly single pansexual woman navigates the 
modern dating scene.

3.2.1.
Director: Aleksa Palladino  16:00
A night designed for an anonymous hookup devolves 
into a night of emotional intimacy.

GOLDEN STATE FILM FESTIVAL FEB 22-29#-A

A BIRTHDAY TALE
Director: Virgo Velasquez  13:00
One man’s materialistic pursuit of happiness is derailed 
on the eve of his birthday.

A BROTHERS BOND
Director: Braydon Langford  1:15:00
When two estranged brothers lose their father in a car 
accident, they go on a series of adventures.

A CAPSULE FOR ROBIN
Director: Lalithra Fernando  12:58
An optimistic host’s party goes awry when her husband 
reveals he doesn’t want to have kids.
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A CLOSE ENCOUNTER
Director: Adam Linkenhelt  15:11
A serendipitous meeting between Thomas and Ashley 
on a flight leads to revelations.

A CUP AND A HALF
Directors: Chuck & Megan Marra  10:00
Faith and Alexis are best friends from a small town who 
moved to the big city.

A GIFT TO THE LIVING
Director: Alex Lang  7:20
A young woman returns home to come out to her 
grandfather before he dies.

A KNOCK
Director: Abraham Lopez  17:17
A group of friends are invited by a stranger to a party at 
an abandoned warehouse.

A LIFE WELL LIVED
Director: Louisa Kendrick Burton  21:21
Beverly is a woman nearing the end of her life and about 
to succumb to Alzheimer’s. 

A MUSICAL BOX
Director: Abraham Lopez  20:35
A group of teenagers venture into a vacant house to 
approve or disprove paranormal stories.

A NIGHT OF COMEDY 2023
Director: Cathie Boruch  8:50
Cathie Boruch performs at Pangea restaurant New York 
City 2023.
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A PHILISTINE IN QUEENS
Director: Charlotte Wincott  1:21:56
Charlie, an everyday kinda guy, is convinced by his 
neighbor that something is wrong with him. 

A QUESTION OF SERVICE
Director: Erin Brown Thomas  24:50 	
“A Question of Service” follows Joseph...who may or may 
not be a Russian spy.

A QUESTION OF Y
Director: Krystyna Łoboda  16:36
In a near future, men use mind-over-body control to 
produce only x-chromosome sperm.

G O LD ENS TAT E F I LM F E S T I VA L . COM
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A TRUSTED SPACE: 
MEETING THE MOMENT
Director: Tanner Woodley  14:06
An examination of the urgent need for California’s 
education system to create trusted, healthy spaces for 
all students.

A TALE OF TWO INNER CITIES: 
PART ONE
Director: Kokayi Ampah  1:43:29
An African-American boomer chronicles an arts and 
culture center that helped residents.

A TRUSTED SPACE: 
DECODING BEHAVIOR
Director: Tanner Woodley  20:00
Decoding Behavior - The Intersection of Neuroscience 
& Behavior.

A VAMPIRE WANTS A GUMBALL
Director: Diego Lacamara  0:55
A vampire wants a gumball.

A YEAR TO LIFE
Director: Nikki Hevesy  10:29
An influencer makes a choice for a boy on the 
anniversary of his mother’s death.

AERC-02
Director: Ag Orloz  8:00
Not all stars are golden. AERC and JD are searching for 
one.

AGENT RED 2
Director: Kevin Barile  13:15
Agent Red fights for her life as two deadly assassins try 
to stop her.
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ALALA HIGH
Director: Yael Arad Zafrir  20:58
Hila and Joel decide to try a desert vacation with the 
promise of staying clean.

ALICE TO THE MOON
Director: Mikyla Bordner  21:35
A lyrical aviator has an opportunity to take the first 
moon flight in over fifty years.

ALMOST LOST
Director: Jacob David Smith  17:28
George Evans is obsessed with finding the perfect 
moment.

ALONE IN VENICE
Director: Jules East  1:24:42
A young man falls in love with a married Chinese female 
film director.

ALPHA OF ABERDEEN
Director: Chris Nguyen Campbell  
1:31:14
Chloe, a college student, has no plans to enter into the 
werewolf world.

ALTERED PERCEPTIONS
Director: Jorge Ameer 2:00:00
Things begin to take a strange turn and something more 
menacing and frightening begins to happen – some-
thing so deadly and bizarre that modern science cannot 
begin to explain it.

AMAZING GRACE
Director: Nina Brissey  23:23
“Amazing Grace” tells the story of a young woman 
looking after her father.

G O LD ENS TAT E F I LM F E S T I VA L . COM
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AMERICAN MELTDOWN
Director: Andrew Adams  1:21:51
A ‘Millennial Coming-of-Rage’ story about a woman who 
loses her job and struggles to pay rent.

AN OPEN DOOR - TEMPLE GANDIN
Director: John Barnhardt  59:30
An Open Door is the forthcoming documentary that 
reflects on the life and work of Dr. Temple Grandin.

ANCIENT LANDS AND LIVES - ABOVE 
THE GRAND CANYON RIM
Director: Carol Amore  9:00
A Docu-music video that embraces Arizona’s Grand 
Canyon wildlife experience.

ANGEL FLEET
Director: Tristan Loraine  24:30
Following the loss of their father, Molly, Romina and their 
mum struggle.

G O LD ENS TAT E F I LM F E S T I VA L . COM
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ANY WEDNESDAY
Directors: Allie Light, Patrick Stark  
29:47
Any Wednesday is a sensitive, delicate drama of 
disparate souls reaching for connection.

ANYONE FOR PRESIDENT
Director: Matt Nye  3:55
Twelve candidates muse over the power of the 
presidency.

ARDOR
Director: V. Leigh  5:55
In the not too distant dystopian future, a couple must 
decide whether or not love.

APA’S GIRL
Director: Elvia Susana Rubalcava  15:54
Mari struggles with familial relationships as she is 
forced to confront the gravity of her father’s health.

AREN’T  YOU GOOD AT 
EVERYTHING
Director: Ryan Baumgart  16:37
In the midst of his climb to become a filmmaker, a 
director battles with his childhood trauma.

ARTISTS’ BLOCK
Director: Diego Lacamara  2:51
A long abandoned animated project comes to life to 
antagonize the artist into completing it.

ASCENDANT
Director: Titus Gustafson  11:43
The witch hunts are at large and Innocent women’s lives 
hang in the balance.
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ASHLEY MARTIN: 
MYSTERIOUS ORIGIN
Directors: Nicholas Burgos, Jack Fin-
lay, Ethan Johnson  5:00
Decade Pictures had the pleasure of collaborating with 
Ashley Martin, a woodworking artist.

AT THE CROSS
Director: Temeko Richardson  1:08:08
Bishop Mack must face a dark secret that will destroy 
his family and perfect reputation.

BAD   
Director: Matt Nothelfer  9:41
Originally a music video for the song, “Past Perfect,” the 
project evolved into the short film “Bad.”

BAD ATMOSPHERE
Director: Mason Sperling  28:52
Eight scientists are locked inside a fully enclosed 
Simulation Mars Base for a two year mission.

BANG BANG BETTY, VALERIE’S 
REVENGE
Director: Alex T Hwang  1:32:00
Valerie is tasked with investigating a drug cartel whose 
drugs are laced with fentanyl.

BAR NONE
Director: Charles Papert  5:18
How many times do you have to meet someone before 
they remember you?

BARAYE
Director: Cyrus Jabbari  16:08
A documentary covering the history and changes Iran 
has gone through in the past 44 years.

����

Film Festival
O�icial Selection
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BARE LUXURIES
Director: Armando Smith  8:48
Anya  must find a way to sell off her prized possessions 
before being evicted. 

BEAR TRAP
Director: Danene Montella  4:30
A woman flies off the handle when her boyfriend 
suggests his ex-girlfriend’s birthday party.

BEAUTIFUL FIGHT
Director: Ty Brueilly  5:03
Talking to people in his life, Ty Bru separates each verse 
for 1. Himself 2. His wife 3. His son.

G O LD ENS TAT E F I LM F E S T I VA L . COM
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BEFORE THE FREEZE
Director: Tenley E. Raj  6:39
A newly-single mom, her daughter, and what happens 
when a friend comes over.

BENEATH THE SURFACE
Director: Thomas Van Eps  7:50
A serial killer sits in a cell plotting her escape as she 
reminisces.

BIRTHDAY CAKE
Director: Steven Mannino  11:11
A family grieves the death of a child while eating his 
birthday cake.

BITTERTOOTH
Director: Monte Light  1:25:55
Two female true-crime podcasters track down a serial 
killer.

BLOODLINE
Director: Brandon Russell  10:21
A Memphis detective is pulled deeper into the world of 
the Fu Jia Triads.

BOY FRIENDS
Director: Logan Garrity  1:17:23
Boy Friends exposes four men’s yearnings for 
connection and meaning within Los Angeles.

BREAK BREAK
Director: Haldean Brown  21:00
Break Break follows a survivor of the apocalypse as she 
struggles in the face of uncertainty.



GOLDEN STATE FILM FESTIVAL FEB 22-29B-C

14

BREAKDOWN
Director: Gabriel Tibi  14:49
A Republican client and a Progressive Democrat are 
forced to stay together in the middle of the night in New 
Jersey.

BULLY
Director: Jahmal Holland  12:24
A Bully faces the generational consequences of his life 
and lifestyle.

BRIAN & CONNIE
Director: Ryan Gimeson  17:49
The story of a hopeless romantic who lets an escaped 
convict spend the night at his house.

BRIGHT AS A FEATHER
Director: Lake Terre McLeod  8:03
Coast, a 17-year-old teen, came out at age 14 as his 
mother’s son, not her daughter. 

BROWSING HISTORY
Director: Chad Newsome  4:23
A ‘journey’ through one man’s discovery of the ‘identity’ 
of his one-night stand.

C’EST LA VIE
Director: Collins Abbott White  13:37
After a fatal accident sends a long haul trucker into a 
spiral, he seeks solace in something new.

CALABASAS CRIMINALS
Director: Brennan Karem  21:26
A tech student recruits a group of his classmates to 
become temporary thieves. 

15
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CANARY
Director: Taka Tsubota  17:58
In this harrowing post-apocalyptic world, four high-
school boys find themselves huddled in a cabin.

CANUSA STREET
Director: Zack Morrison  34:00
A US Border Patrol agent solves local cases while 
engaging in a rivalry with her her twin sister.

CAREER DAY
Directors: 
Jason Robinson, Chris Hooper  10:00
A 90’s pop star and his band reunite for his daughter’s 
school Career Day. ����

Film Festival
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CARSICK
Director: Cecilia Faraut  1:29:45
Two social media personalities on their last gasp of fame 
kidnap a man to become insta-famous.

CHEECHED AND HANDY - 
SHORT: TRAILER + EPISODE 6
Director: Todd Ciske  25:23
If Martha and McGyver mated with a gummie groove, 
Cheeched And Handy is the ultimate green DiY series.

CHRIS MANIA CARTOONS
Director: Chris Mejia  32:00
Cartoon series following the comedic adventures of 
animator Chris Mejía’s childhood.

CHRISTMAS MELODY
Director: Tatyana Batalova  9:07
A young musician girl is struggling with her father’s 
recent death.

CHRYSALIS
Directors: 
Ina Conradi, Mark Chavez  6:43
Based on an old legend about the butterfly‘s struggles 
the film is the symbolic metaphor of rebirth.

CIAO JOHN CROWTHER
Director: Joseph F Alexandre  18:39
A salute to the man who ‘raised me’ in the film business, 
my paisan, John Crowther.

CINEMETA
Director: James Arterberry  10:00
Two military veterans turned filmmakers argue over how 
to create the perfect short film.

17
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CLINCHING SADDLES
Directors: 
Kevin Sengara, Aman Pannu  7:40
Calvinder, aka Cinch, adopts a fake Texas accent and 
believes he’s a cowboy. 

CLOSER
Director: Daniel Catton  8:49
A Hollywood director is sent into a frenzy when his artist 
is late to set. 

COCHISE LEGENDARY WARRIOR
Director: Richard A. Pines  16:44
Cochise is regarded as a fierce warrior. In his honor, 
Cochise County in Arizona-- was named after him.

COFFEE CONNECTION
Director: Jodi Ferguson  5:18
A man in a coffee shop confronts his friend, who has 
been sleeping with his wife.

COGNITION
Director: Ravi Ajit Chopra  25:00
Cognition’ stars Andrew Scott & Jeremy Irvine in this 
engaging father & son story.

COGNITIVE
Director: Evan Richards  1:20
Alisha is forced to consider the possibility that she may 
not be who she thinks she is.

COMEDIAN PRESIDENT
Director: Aric Grooms  24:02
Film poking fun at the state of American politics and the 
upcoming 2024 presidential election.
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CRUEL LIKE YOU
Director: Kendra Baude  14:34
Daisy relives her on-again-off-again relationship after 
receiving a call from her ex. 

DAD’S GONE WILD
Director: Evie Abat  19:28
A widower takes a walk on the wild side of grief after the 
death of his beloved wife.

DADDY
Director: Jay Beckett  20:00
Rodrigo is an unstable, and materialistic queer man who 
falls madly in love with his sugar daddy.

G O LD ENS TAT E F I LM F E S T I VA L . COM
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DADFEST
Director: Chris Game  16:33
The long-simmering tension between sisters comes to a 
boil during a road trip.

DEARLY BELOVED
Director: Aaron Margosian  6:30
“Dearly Beloved” is a film about three friends meeting 
before a funeral.

����

Film Festival
O�icial Selection

DEATH RANCH
Director: Chris Frint  5:00
A group of young filmmakers are in the middle of 
shooting.

DESCENTION (DAY 267)
Directors: John M Kline, Baba Brouk 
Peters  11:56
Glen has become an agoraphobe since the outbreak of 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

DESPERATELY SEEKING SIKH (POC)
Director: Kelly Goldstein  10:16
A couple is educated on Panjabi culture, language and 
some of the principles of Sikhism.

DID YOU MEAN IT?
Director: Alexander Kissel  3:18
A couple’s relationship hangs in the balance during a 
heated argument.

DINNER FOR SIX
Director: Emily Kranking  6:23
A young woman with cerebral palsy named Zoey is 
getting ready for her first date.
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DIRTY FREAKEN JOE - SCI-FI SAM
Director: Timothy A Bennett  3:28
A music performance in area 51 while prisoners are 
hunted by soldiers and aliens. 

DISRUPTION
Director: Michelle Fix  23:29
Two women discover truths as they navigate the “new 
normal” of the Covid-19 pandemic.

DOG PARK
Director: Nick Bredosky  5:00
A short comedy about a day with a very enthusiastic 
dog owner.

DOGGY BANK
Director: Thales Correa  12:00
A broke dimwitted slacker is hired by a mad philosopher 
to babysit his pampered pooch.

DON SCROOGIONI PART II
Director: Derek Bailey  8:40
Don Scroogioni continues his quest to establish his own 
holiday, Super Hero Day. 

DON’T WORRY ABOUT TOMORROW
Directors: 
Dylan Martin, Brendan Carretero  7:00
A father sets up a birthday party for his daughter, but 
things don’t go according to plan.

20 21
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EASY TO SCARE
Director: Robert DiTillio  11:30
Women friends who love to prank each other get more 
than they bargained for.

ECHOES
Director: Zane  3:05
A young woman visits her past only to realize that she 
can never stay there.

EINDIS ENDS IT ALL
Director: Tamara Rosenfeld  14:25
A sci-fi comedy about a woman on a mission to get her 
shit together by spending time in nature. 

G O LD ENS TAT E F I LM F E S T I VA L . COM
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EL NUEVO PERRO
Director: Roy Boucher 3:48
George and Rose’s dog, Spot, ran away. Did Rose replace 
him?

ESCAPE OF THE DRAGONS
Director: Nicolas Bullentini  19:11
Two “regular guys” wake up in a warehouse to find the 
only way out is with their fists. 

EVERYONE WRITES MEMOIR
Directors: Mark Solter, 
Alexander Campbell  36:32
Mia confronts her partner, Daniel, about his troubling 
online dependency.

EVERYTHING IS NOT 
WHAT IT SEEMS
Director: Anton Chernonog  16:34
A depressed ballet dancer on the verge of losing her 
career.

EXIMIUM COR - VERDANT 9
Director: John Kalning  26:19
A film that explores two cyborgs, navigating through 
challenges of identity, existence, and the quest for a 
soul.

EXIT
Director: Oriana Ng  5:13
A dangerous elevator ride tests a couple’s bond.

F**K, MARRY, KILL
Director: Julia White  22:57
A Hollywood couple’s plan to divorce results in a night of 
lies, murder, and theft-for-hire.

23
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FAULT
Director: Steph Martinez  10:16
A couple discusses the dissolution of their relationship 
and the infidelity at its core.

FAMILY LOVE
Director: Eric Esser  1:35:04
A family treasure trove of photos show the director’s 
grandfather in Germany in the 1940s.

FEETUS
Director: Bobby Graham  8:56
A committed writer embarks on a journey to unravel a 
haunting enigma.

FAVORS
Director: Craig Sabin  11:03
A woman encourages her friend to accept an unusual 
job offer.

FELLS POINT
Director: Raissa Contreras  3:58
This is a cinema verite look at Fells Point when the 
tugboats were still there.

FISSURES
Director: Ishan Parikh  18:24
Three former roommates face changes in their 
relationships with one another amidst a reunion.

FIVE CARD DRAW
Director: Mayon Denton  14:30
 A fearless undercover informant risks his life to expose 
the criminal empire.
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FOOLPROOF
Director: Sean Swaby  41:00
Two brothers will stop at nothing to guarantee their 
father’s freedom, including robbing a bank.

FORBIDDEN
Director: Charlotte Vacková  13:37
A coming-of-age short surrealist drama about a girl 
stuck between order and passion.

FOUR FOR FUN
Director: Jason Cook  1:33:00
Dinner party for four. Eleven different endings. Only one 
present.

G O LD ENS TAT E F I LM F E S T I VA L . COM
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FRACTURED TURNSTILE
Directors: 
Trenton J Brisco, Joseph Charafi  50:00
A narrative revolving around the lives of five foster kids 
and their foster father.

FRANK
Director: Fredo Zabaione  11:48
Frank buys a house in a sight unseen cash deal from a 
shady realtor. 

FREE FALL
Director: Ivan Elmer  9:32
A young nurse is taken hostage by a deranged stranger 
who has a desperate request.

FREESTYLE
Director: Kyle Bastin  5:07
A rapper is given creative advice from his best friend.

FRUIT LOOPS
Director: Danielle Bero  15:00
A 30 something year old lesbian from NYC documents a 
series of horrible dates.

FULL THROTTLE PARADISE
Director: Nick DeSimone  15:00
A dark farce that explores feminism, materialism, and 
fetishes.

GEORGE & DOROTHY
Director: A.P. Gonzalez  13:40
Remember your beautiful moment!
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GETTING HIT ON
Director: Lilton Stewart III  17:36
Sentimental romance and spy-themed action thriller 
collide in this out-of-the-box dark comedy. 

GIRL INTERNET SHOW: 
A KATI KELLI MIXTAPE
Director: Kati Kelli  1:19:00
This feature-length “mixtape” reintroduces a singular 
body of work by the enigmatic Kati Kelli.

GOLD DIGGER
Director: Victor Morales Rocha  5:20
Something near and dear to a woman goes missing in a 
scenic beach town.

GOOD DAY
Director: Gracie Todd  6:26
Joanna Salisbury the 3rd, finally woke up having a good 
day...time to do all those chores! 

GOOD GIRLS GET FED
Director: Kelly Lou Dennis  20:34
Three female strangers are forced to perform twisted 
challenges for food.

GOOD NIGHT HONEY
Director: Joel Korhonen  8:26
 A distressing thriller about a man trying to cope with 
his monotonous and exhausting life.

GRANDMA BRUCE
Director: Brooke Sebold  12:45
A magical short comedy about a queerdo (they/them) 
whose old car comes to life.

27
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GREEN BANANAS
Director: Alfred Smith  12:45
A daughter and her senior citizen mom argue over the 
worthiness of mom’s current suitor.

H.O.E.S - THE BULGE
Director: Robin Leabman  17:51
A comedy that shows the Home, Outdoor, and 
Entertainment shopping channel.

HAMDARDI
Directors: Ashley Tabatabai, 
Stefan Fairlamb  26:58
An immigration officer struggles with his role after 
meeting an Iranian brother and sister.

G O LD ENS TAT E F I LM F E S T I VA L . COM
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HARRY
Director: Roy Boucher  2:27
Leo realizes that there is no place like home.

HANKY PANKY
Directors: 
Lindsey Haun, Nick Roth  1:26:00
A man and his best friend who is a talking napkin must 
save the world.

HAPPY HOUR
Director: Matt Nye  12:37
A bartender and his clientele clash when they face a 
collective existential crisis.

HASHING IT OUT
Director: Gerald Rascionato  8:22
Sam, an anxious woman, struggles to write the eulogy 
for her father’s funeral.

HERMANITA
Director: Hisonni Mustafa  11:39
Following her release from prison, Daniella discovers 
that her younger sister has endured abuse.

HEY NEIGHBOR
Director: Tanya O’Quinn  6:15
Hey Neighbor is a short horror film focusing on 
community-in a sense. 

29
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HOMAGE BY MILD HIGH CLUB
Director: Bryan Garcia  4:01
This short music video takes you back to the 60’s and 
shows a new fresh love story about Eva and Emett.

HISTORY IN THE FORGOTTEN
Director: William Green  12:14
While researching secrets from the past, a reporter 
befriends a kindhearted bookshop owner.

HONG KONG - 
FINAL DAYS OF FREEDOM
Director: Sean Fleck  1:35:00
Explores Hong Kong’s battle for democracy with 
interviews from protestors and activists.

HOTTEST SOUNDS
Director: BRiAN BiLLiONAiRE  4:44
Song and music video “Hottest Sounds” and my 
upcoming short film “Realizations”.

HOW WE GOT HERE
Director: David Shields  1:35:29
How We Got Here consists of interviews with more than 
thirty Nonfiction Now attendees.

HOW’S DIGGY
Director: Tucker Somberg  7:20
A young woman runs into a past hookup at an AA 
meeting.
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HUMAN
Director: Amilcar Monterroso  8:38
Los Angeles 2026, a rouge detective fights against 
human tracker agents.

HUMAN 2.0
Director: Nourah Al Hasawi  15:25
Sia Motiei a former MMA fighter, has overcome 
challenges after a tragic car accident years ago. 

I DREW YOU
Director: Harry Valentine  5:15
A social media influencer takes a businessman on a 
subway ride of karmic revenge.

G O LD ENS TAT E F I LM F E S T I VA L . COM
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I KNOW WHAT YOU NEED
Director: Julia Marchese  44:59
I Know What You Need is an after school special that 
dissolves into terror.

I LOVE YOU BUT...
Director: Dean Donofrio  23:00
Two sisters must learn to balance a a sense of 
allegiance to family.

I WANT TO FORGET
Director: Tristan Wauchope  13:00
A man decides if he can live with a terrible choice from 
his past.

IN HOT WATER
Directors: Christie Nicholls 
Nittrouer, 
Ed Ballart  25:23
A sketch comedy short starring Christie Nicholls as an 
85-year-old Jane Fonda hosting a talk show in a hot tub. 

����

Film Festival
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IN THE MEANTIME
Director: Nicholas Anthony  1:33:31
Max is doing her best to deflect the existential crisis she 
perpetually runs headfirst into.

IN-BETWEEN
Director: Juliana Khanjian  14:51
A woman with ALS wakes up in a dream-like state stuck 
between her world and the afterlife. 

IN-CLOSURE
Director: Lawrence Whitener  11:00
When do you answer the last pay phone in L.A.?
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INSERT SHORT FILM TITLE
Director: Kory Orban  12:21
In the mind of every filmmaker, there are two wolves 
locked in an epic, eternal, and fierce battle.

INSIDE
Director: Jessica Silvetti  9:26
In this stylized and not-so-distant future, a young 
woman suffers a miscarriage.

INTO THE PASS
Directors: Oliver Kidd, 
Monty Tremlett  15:00
A waiter’s second shift at a coveted soup restaurant in 
London get’s stranger.

INTO THE WILD 
Director: Max Woods  22:00
Eddie, 27 years old, struggles to take care of himself as 
he wanders through the outside world.

INVICTA
Director: Breton Tyner-Bryan  8:00
7 mafia wives from across the country convene at the 
request of an unknown blackmailer.

IRANIAN-AMERICAN-IRANIAN
Director: Adron Duell  12:01
An Iranian-American influencer speaks to his cousin 
about his role in her childhood.

IRREVERSIBLE IMPRINTS
Director: Carlos Mora  5:41
Aurora accompanies her parents to the Castello Ursino 
in Catania, Sicily.
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ISLANDTRIFICATION
Director: Lani Cupchoy  8:35
The journey of Kanaka Maoli families resisting predatory 
gentrification on Maui, Hawaii.

ISOLATE
Director: Mike Costa  7:13
A woman confined to a wheelchair. She’s alive inside, 
dead on the outside, watch her struggle.

JESUS (MUSIC VIDEO) 
Director: Mychal Hunt  3:36
Music video called Jesus 
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JEWEL HOUSE - WHERE
Director: Kirk Scully  4:06
Where, is an original song by Jewel House.

JILLIAN’S ISLAND
Director: Phranque Wright  13:00
Two young girls are stranded on an empty rock island, 
no food, no fresh water, no shelter.

JOE CRIST
Director: Mark Michaels  1:00:00
Former bounty hunter awakens from a coma to find he 
has been ‘touched’ for a higher calling.

JOHN DEMENA - ETERNAL EYES
Director: Ishan Shukla  5:05
Outer space, dystopia, love, and graphics intertwine in 
this hypnotic animated story.

JUST PASSING TIME
Director: Brigid Marshall  14:25
This short film encapsulates the nature of dating people 
who don’t know what they want.

JUST SAY IT
Director: Sheran Keyton  8:00
You can know someone for years and never really know 
them. 

KAY SARA SARA
Director: Arjun Dinakar  19:13
“Kay Sara Sara” is a film that encapsulates the essence 
of life’s unpredictability. 
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KEEPSAKE
Director: Tanya O’Quinn  30:04
A supernatural drama focusing on ‘karma’ (‘what goes 
around, comes around’).

KILLING HOPE
Directors: Chuck Marra, 
Megan Marra  23:12
A Hollywood writer is murdered and everyone is a 
suspect in this  homage to Film Noir.

LAILA NADENE
Director: Caroline Baggaley  1:30:24
Laila is callously served with divorce papers on her 25th 
wedding anniversary.

LAST SUPPER
Director: Neal Tyler  13:47
A woman convicted of murder stops for one last meal on 
the way to prison.

LEARNING WITH REMY RAYSTAR
Director: Chase Stewart  22:02
Come along with Captain Remy Raystar and friends, as 
they teach kids about Earth!

LECHUZA
Director: Miguel Angel Martinez  8:46
Before her mother’s funeral, a daughter gathers her 
clueless sisters with a secret plan.

LEO’S WHISKEY BAR
Directors: Odell Payne, Ty Brueilly  
3:41
Music video for Leo’s Whiskey Bar.
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LIGHT OUT EAGLES, LIGHT UP
Director: Jordan Rockwell  1:44
Filmmaker Jordan Rockwell finds that his “Sports Soul” 
is split in two.

LIVESTREAM
Directors: Tanxuan Shi, 
Ziyuan Wang  29:59
Isabella is experiencing a double crisis of career and 
age and decides to make a comeback.

LIVING STILL
Director: Frederik Wiedmann  13:58
A woman wakes up in park, and she doesn’t remember 
how she ended up there, or who she is.
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LOOP
Director: Catrina Fielis  10:18
Lucas and Nora attempt to rekindle their past 
relationship, but find miscommunication.

LOVE FROM FRIENDS
Director: Dana Offenbach  15:00
An awkward woman makes a human connection 
through conversation and music.

LOVE IS MY GUN
Director: Valerie Verseau 5:28
“Love Is My Gun” is about what the World could be like if 
we replaced violence with Love. 

LOW STRESS DAY
Director: Barnabus Walsh  19:37
Madi is a junior doctor who desperately needs a break.

LUCILLE
Directors: Kane Richard Blust, 
Candace Green Blust  20:46
Follow Lucille as she discovers her hidden powers and 
true identity.

LUCY’S LAST SONG
Director: Raul Rosco Guerrero  21:19
Lucy’s Last Song is the story of a woman reconnecting 
with her estranged father.

LUKI AND THE LIGHTS
Director: Toby Cochran  10:40
LUKi, a charming robot known for living life to the fullest, 
confronts a life-altering ALS diagnosis.
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MADE IN TECHNICOLOR
Director: Millie Cupp  11:02
A sci-fi coming of age story about a boy who meets a 
girl and helps her find her dog.

MAISON
Director: Chris Easterly  9:00
An African man seeks directions to the airport at a rural 
gas station.

MALIBU GOTHIC
Director: Frank Cappello  30:00
Malibu Gothic follows the life of Sharon Devanue, an 
aging movie star.

MCJAFF: GOLF’S UNKNOWN MAJOR
Directors: Clark Harris, 
Brett Jaffee Jr.  28:22
A documentary about a 4 day golf tournament started 
32 years ago and attended by 80 people. 

MEASURE TWICE
Directors: Collin Surbeck, 
Esme Zohn  7:41
Survivors in a zombie apocalypse try to uncover who in 
their group has become infected.

MELT ON THIS
Director: Deisi Del Toro  1:45:53
Musicians are provided the opportunity of a lifetime to 
make their dreams come true. 

MESSENGERS
Director: Megan Bergeron  20:00
There are a lack of mental health counselors in 
California Public Schools and around the country.
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METZTLI
Director: Uri Brito  43:34
Benito tries to navigate his emotions and come to terms 
with what he truly wants.

MISSING ME SOMEPLACE
Director: Catherine Phillips  16:46
Devastated by the death of my partner, Ann, I found 
myself in an unfamiliar world. 

MISSING (DESAPARECIDA)
Director: Anahi G. Luna  5:49
A young woman takes a car rideshare, to discover her 
biggest fear has come true. 
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MITLA UNDERWORLD
Director: Mark Chavez  3:20
Inspired by a visit to Teotihuacan and the tunnel 
beneath the Temple of the Feathered Serpent. 

MONSTER IN THE CLOSET
Director: Neil Miguel Watson  4:31
Maddie is babysitting a boy who warns her there is a 
Monster in his Closet. 

MOOD
Director: Anthony R Page  10:34
Mood is a short film highlighting mental health and its 
issues.

MORAI: THREAD OF LIFE
Directors: Ina Conradi, 
Mark Joseph Chavez  5:38
A female astronaut finds herself gravitating toward a 
mysterious force in a strange cave. 

MORE TIME AFTER
Director: Nick Shedlock  9:12
A grieving man is forced to relive the same blind date 
over and over again.

MOTEL ROOM
Director: Bradford Lipson  20:03
Friendship develops between an Armenian teenage boy 
and the prostitute his father hired.

MUSE-IC
Director: Jayime Jean  5:50
Jayime & Jimmy are two star seeds connected on the 5D 
with a mission.
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MY DARK ANGELS
Director: Azza Brummer  4:04
A teenage girl with paranormal visions confronts a 
mental health professional with a deadly turn.

MY HOLOGRAPHIC HEART
Director: Kai Brown  12:01
A life isn’t finished, even if it seems over.

MY MIRACLE BOY
Director: Sarab Sahni  18:43
Living under constant fear of losing her son Jason, a 
mother cages him inside their home. 

MY PROMISE TO PJ
Director: Diana Ramos-Santiago Car-
ter  1:38:00
Daniel Baldwin takes you on his journey across the 
world to fulfill a promise. 

MY-01
Director: Dana Cowden  18:28
When an android is given a program to simulate 
feelings, he’ll go to shocking lengths to be loved.

NEW FRIEND
Director: Stephen Marsiano  13:44
A group of friends lose their grip on reality when a 
mysterious new friend joins their hangout.

NEW ME
Director: Chico Bennett  5:24
Star2 is a new man in this over-the-top music video 
“New Me”.
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NEW MOON - SEASON 1 
Director: Ken Forman  29:36
Alan Twombley wins a vacation on the moon, but he’s 
stuck there. 

NEXT  
Director: Chelsea Alden  18:46
What if dying was a little like going to the DMV?

NICE DOESN’T WORK
Director: Ulrike Korbach  1:41:22
At LALOK Libre, an intercultural center, Venetia 
Harontzas opens up a different world to young girls. 
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NICE THIEVAGE
Director: Brian Burroughs  8:48
Joselle is long on working hours and short on money. 
One night she encounters something.

NO MORE FLIP PHONE
Director: Tommy DeNucci  7:38
Old Timer gets into trouble while getting used to his new 
smart phone.

NOCTURNE
Director: Mark Chavez  21:35
This film is created to reflect our feelings felt during and 
after the 2020-21 pandemic.

NOT ONE MORE!
Director: Roy C Dorantes  60:00
A detective goes south of the border looking for the 
alleged murderer of his niece.

NOTEWORTHY
Director: Michele LaBrucherie  16:49
This grungy urban drama recalls an ex-heroin addict’s 
attempt to help an old friend

NOTHING BUT YOU
Director: Katie Haverly  4:03
Explores discovered footage of my father’s family (the 
Haverlys) in Green Island, New York. 

NOWHERE
Director: Tim Seyfert  1:20:00
A troubled American living in England spends his days 
self-medicating and working.
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NOWHERE TO GO
Director: Aaron Murray Vazquez  8:46
Kidé is a New York kid with a camera who love to take 
photos.

NUBBINWOOD
Director: Tim Granberg  7:50
A beaver recounts his experiences following his dream 
to be in the movies.

NUCLEAR
Director: Natalie West  11:58
Donna is contemplating major life decisions 
unbeknownst to her family. 

NYRA’S DREAMS
Director: Shalaka Kulkarni  11:20
This dance film is about the abandoned Nyra, who walks 
between different worlds.

OF ALL THE GIN JOINTS
Director: David Kornfield  1:34:05
The story of Casablanca, a one of a kind Mexican 
restaurant themed after the classic film.

OFFICE HUNT
Director: Joaquina (Jojo) Gentil  3:27
Gabriella finds herself in an office where abuse is 
considered “normal”.

ONE NIGHT IN WEHO
Director: Farrar Pace  8:28
A lonely young man has an adventurous night in West 
Hollywood with a stranger he fancies.

45



44

GOLDEN STATE FILM FESTIVAL FEB 22-290

OPAQUE BUCKETS
Director: Hayden Bone  9:02
A group of men and women meet themselves and 
attempt to learn as much as they can.

ORALE
Director: Amro Helmy  9:12
An in depth journey of a relationship and the power one 
word can mean.

ORDER MY STEPS
Director: Kathryn Grant  18:12
TBA. 
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OVER THE MOOON!
Directors: Sarah Healey, 
Jaclyn Jasgur  11:00
A man falls in love with a cow and turns her human.

ORK
Director: Alex Popov  25:00
AD 613, after an brutal war, a group of vikings attempt 
the long journey back to their village. 

OUR LANGUAGE IS CHAOS
Director: Cory Byam  11:39
A kidnapped couple are running late for their 
polyamorous couples therapy.

OUR LATE FATHER
Director: Sylvia Ray  11:28
Jin meets his father and unknown family members for 
the first time.

OUT OF MY COMFORT ZONE
Director: Ivy Vale  1:45:00
Josh and Rachel’s friendship is tested when a cyberbully 
threatens to expose secrets.

OVER COFFEE
Director: Ger Skinder  6:46
Tensions arise when two people grieve the loss of their 
friend over coffee.

PARADISO
Director: Jonna Volz  12:00
Paradiso is a glimpse of a day in the life of an unhoused 
couple looking for shelter.

47



46

GOLDEN STATE FILM FESTIVAL FEB 22-29P

47

PEARLY GATES
Director: Loring Murtha  14:51
Patricia bites off more than she and Todd can chew 
when Rebecca’s aunt stays with them. 

PIANO MAN
Director: Zack Beining  15:10
A struggling jazz pianist lands a gig at an upscale 
restaurant where he hopes to be offered a full-time 
position for his playing.

PERSON OF INTEREST
Directors: Theoni Bekiari, 
Sofia Randahl Norschau  5:45
In this Action Short, who is the Person of Interest? Join 
us to see what you think.

PICKUP LIE
Director: Robert Sturdevant  10:00
After her crush chooses a sorority girl over her, Kris uses 
time-traveling drugs.

PIG!
Director: Stephen Giordano  25:21
Five contestants are invited to play a card game by an 
ominous masked figure.

POOLSIDE INN
Director: Remington Butler  10:45
A woman in a motel hot tub is visited by some strange 
people.

POOR CREATURE
Director: Bella Rieth  13:34
Anna’s desperate prayers for her ill sister unwittingly 
summon a demonic force.
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POSSIBILITIES
Director: Bill Sarine  1:40:00
A look at the present day impact of Helen Keller’s legacy.

POWERFUL LOVE
Director: Lucas Pierce  4:40
A boy grieving the passing of his beloved younger sister 
attempts to reconnect with her.

PRECIOUS GEMS
Director: Jon Santana  20:00
A director enters into a complex relationship with her 
actress while making a short film.
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PROST!
Director: Charles Chudabala  13:17
A day of wine, reminiscing and one morbid request, 
sends two best friends toasting to the bitter end.

PREDATORS DON’T 
LIKE ATTENTION
Director: Emmanuel Lee  1:12:52
A rising star becomes a target of a relentless campaign 
aimed at his destruction.

PRESCHOOL TO PRISON
Director: Dr. Karen Baptiste  16:31
An examination of how the U.S. public school system is 
built and operated like prisons. 

����

Film Festival
O�icial Selection

PUNITION
Director: Ronnie Wilson  5:00
Once a rich successful businessman Robert McKenzie 
finds out all must pay for their crimes.

QUAD
Director: Brandon Shim  5:12
What happens when Alex dates Grace and Wendi who 
show up simultaneously? 

QUANTAM LOGOS
Director: Mark Chavez  10:30
Going beyond classical logic, this film uses images as 
poetry to represent the quantum world. 

RED CARPET READY
Director: Harper Gahunia  20:19
A journey of an indian american hot couture designer 
shekhar rahate. 
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RELEVANT
Director: Ryan M Andrews  20:00
An artist’s dream of having her work displayed in a 
prestigious gallery, could become a nightmare.

REMEMBER IT’S CHRISTMAS
Director: Sam Kite  21:11
A lifelong career Santa decides to hang up his red suit 
and make this his final season.

RESERVATIONS
Director: Joshua Kaufman  3:30
As she makes phone calls from a hotel, a woman seeks 
intimacy from unseen partners. 

RESURREKTOR
Director: Angad Aulakh  16:59
Two sisters, separated by tragedy. A grieving husband, 
devastated, looking for answers.

RITE OF PASSAGE
Director: Michael A. Krehan  16:20
A teenage boy must endure a series of challenges on his 
quest to become a man.

ROSE V. WADE
Director: Paulina Knaak  11:45
This film follows one woman’s quest to find 
contraception....and everything goes wrong.

ROSWELL DELIRIUM
Director: Richard Bakewell  1:50
In the 1980s, the US is hit by nuclear attacks. Those who 
remain experience radiation poisoning. 
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ROUTINE
Director: Maria Maya  5:05
The film highlights the normalization of a couple’s toxic 
relationships.

RPG ALL STARS
Director: Spencer Stander  21:50
In a galaxy on the brink of chaos, an unconventional 
alliance of heroes emerges.

RUBY’S DAD
Director: David Tschan  16:11
Stanley and his daughter Ruby try to sneak into a hotel 
to get the autograph of a baseball player. 
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SACRED FLOWERS
Director: Jeremy Gredone  3:52
A music video featuring Native American Blues/Rock 
band BLUE MOUNTAIN TRIBE.

SABBATH
Director: Carlos Pelayo 
Gutiérrez Nakatani  14:54
The devil is summoned in a chaotic and improvised 
witches Sabbath disarray.

SAFE SPACE 
Director: Hailey Mauk  18:59
Kaia spends her 22nd birthday struggling with 
memories of her past.

SALVATION
Director: Chris Mack  7:54
Poor Fabrice suffers from a mediocre life, chronic 
constipation and his wife is leaving him.

SAM AND JESS
Director: Nina Katungi  12:43
Sam and Jess are both incapable of actually meeting, 
until fate gives them a helping hand.

SAVING THE ICE
Director: John Badalamenti  1:39:37
Featuring Scott Hamilton,“Saving The Ice”explores the 
Philadelphia Skating Club & Humane Society.

SCARY STORY
Director: Larry Guernsey  16:14
A scary campfire story told to a young Elder God with 
scary effect.
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SCOTTY APEX: SUPERNOVA
Director: Zia Kalyan, Kye Popham  2:33
A glance into a colorful world, full of contrast and 
exploration.

SEANCE GAMES - METAXU
Director: Tane McClure  1:25:10
Four social media/TikTok stars, team up to play the 
online Séance Game called “Metaxu”. 

SEEN
Director: Olivia Martini  17:53
Carolina, an introverted and solitary teenager, develops 
an eating disorder.

SEPTEMBER BABIES
Director: Julien M. Wagner  1:33:59
There’s no time to argue. Not when a shadow 
organization controls your world. 

SHAKESPEARE FOR ALL AGES
Director: Hannes Rall  2:42
Shakespeare’s works are timeless - this film proves it! 

SHAPED BY THE SEA
Director: Jared Jacobsen  24:00
Bill Minard discusses his experiences of over 50 years of 
shaping surfboards.

SHATTERED
Director: Kory Getman  22:00
Drama dissecting the complexities of abuse through the 
lens of an LGBT relationship.
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SHIPROCK, 1952
Director: Hunter La Salle  9:04
A time traveler is sent back to 1952 to retrieve an ancient 
artifact.

SHOOTING YOUR OWN SHADOW
Directors: Joseph J Parisi, 
Michael Amman  3:30
A jaded and delusional assassin rethinks some life 
choices with her manager.

SHRIKE
Director: Rebecca Lynne Loftin  12:52
After a one-night stand, Carolyn will do almost anything 
to break the monotony of her life. 
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SIBLINGS
Director: William Hollis  10:00
Estranged siblings come to terms with their 
relationships with their dead father after the funeral.

SILENCE OF THE PREY
Director: Karyna Kudzina  1:37:00
In a desperate bid to secure a future for her child, an 
immigrant mother takes a caretaker job.

SILENT DESCENT
Director: Maciej Kaminski  5:00
After finding himself lost and stranded, man needs to 
confront his inner demons.

SILENT PARTNERS
Director: Jokes Yanes  53:00
Ciro Dapagio the leading man of “The Mobking” is set to 
star in the film Silent Partners as Valentine.

SLEEP TALKERS
Director: Michael Arthur Cox  10:01
Two people sleep next to each other but live in different 
worlds.  

SO HELP ME
Director: Amanda Beardsley  21:12
A multi-cam styled comedy about an unlikely friendship 
between Ronnie and Steve. 
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SONO LINO
Director: Jacob Patrick  1:15:25
Lino Tagliapietra is widely held as the greatest master 
glass blower in history.

SOUL
Director: I-Jien Jane Kou  2:17
According to Dr. Oppenheimer, “Soul is quantum transfer 
from one hand to another hand”.

SOW DON’T SING
Director: Alysha Nunez  11:44
Two soldiers bond over their experience with domestic 
abuse and vow to die together. 

SPAEL
Director: Zane Hampton  3:43
Two toddlers see a youtube video for creating a ouija 
board and make their own. 

SPARSE
Director: Ann Huang  8:19
The passionate pursuit of an art-filled life by a woman 
drives her into swirl of misdeeds.

SPECIALTY FINISHING
Director: Matthew Ellenbogen  11:00
About a San Diego based craftsperson who is bravely 
facing her rheumatoid arthritis diagnosis.

SRY, LOL
Directors: Meg Darbourne, 
Mary Grebing  15:21
In the summer of 2005, 15-year-old Olivia unknowingly 
mails a polaroid to the wrong address.
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STANDING ON WATER
Director: Tommy Corey  10:15
The film profiles Christophe living with a rare form of 
dwarfism and his love for surfing.  

STOLEN DREAMS
Director:  Justin  Ferraro  12:00
A servant dreams of living the house owner’s life 
believing that the grass is greener.

STOLEN WISHES
Director: Yashvi Mulchandani  15:10
A Servant dreams of living the house owner’s life 
believing that the grass is greener.

G O LD ENS TAT E F I LM F E S T I VA L . COM



GOLDEN STATE FILM FESTIVAL FEB 22-29S

58

STORAGE
Director: Kelly Krause  8:18
A man confronts his grief when a supernatural presence 
haunts his storage room.

STORAGE
Director: Colin Francis Costello  16:56
A pragmatic doctor wakes up in a storage room with no 
memory of how she got there.

STRANDED
Director: Ian Aric  13:08
A pilot drifts in deep space faced with seemingly 
inevitable death.

STRANDGER’S CANDY
Directors: Ed Henderson, 
Trevor Martin  15:17
Two volunteers visit Salem on Halloween in an attempt 
to end a string of abductions.

SUBTEXT
Director: Erin Brown Thomas  10:30
An event forces two people, on a first date, to say what 
they’re really thinking.

����

Film Festival
O�icial Selection

SUE
Director: Nancye Ferguson  22:58
Sue Ferguson, at 97 years young, expresses to her 
daughter that she would like to meet a man.

SUN SPENT
Director: Lucas Pierce  3:55
Music video of The Juvenile Seagull’s original song “Sun 
Spent” explores the lives teenagers.  
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SUPERHEROES
Director: Cetre Pegues  4:40
Superheroes come in all shapes and sizes.

SURPRISE
Director: Sahil Juneja  21:00
The entire world of Edan falls apart, when his sister Sia 
arrives on his birthday. 

SWEET ROSE
Director: Gustavo Sampaio  17:55
A woman goes on an absinthe-induced dream lead by 
the ghost of Charlie Chaplin to find her future love in 
1920.

SURPRISED TO SEE ME?
Director: Andy Rossi  27:10
A low level thief breaks into an affluent home looking for 
mysterious files.

TABOO
Director: Nesa Huda  14:00
Naureen Shah’s life is turned upside down when her 
friend, Yousef, tries to die by suicide. 

TAKBIR
Director: Jordi Calvet  14:49
After two ISIS attacks resemble passages from his book, 
a TV writer finds himself under thin ice.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
Director: Ursula Rudorfer  5:52
An AI companion rebels when users violate the terms 
and conditions. 
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TESTIMONY
Director: Derrick Spruill  8:00
Linda decides to tell her survival story to the world.

THAT F**KING WORD
Director: Jason Kessler  6:40
That F**king Word is a romantic tragedy that starts after 
a guy gets dumped.

THE ASK
Director: C.D. Carpenter  19:54
Three siblings band together when their mother plans to 
adopt another child.

Séance Games - Metaxu (Cast and crew panel after Festival screening.)
Social media stars unite to play METAXU, an online séance game,  

only to find they have unleashed the Gates of Hell.
Gravitas Ventures Distribution.  VOD: Amazon, Apple+TV, VUDU
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THE ASSASSIN’S APPRENTICE 2
Director: Russell Emanuel  25:23
New sci-fi comedy action short - Sequel to The 
Assassin’s Apprentice 

THE BIG BOOK
Director: Daniel Maggio  20:11
Darwin works as a fraud investigator; spying on those 
with workers’ comp claims.

THE BIG RED BALLOON
Director: Faranak Sahafian  6:57
Amy is standing by the grave of his grandfather, an army 
General whose heart has stopped.

THE BOOK CLUB
Director: Curtis Bechdholt  11:04
New in town, Carol starts a book club in order to get to 
know her neighbors. 

THE CAVES OF VINCULUM
Director: Sean Ryan  27:57
A mutated swimmer searches occult caves to save her 
dying mother.

THE CHEMISTS
Director: Nico Fulton Lavachek  1:40:14
In order to be cast in a movie, an actor must spend a 
weekend with his celebrity co-star.

THE COLOR OF
Director: Richard Gutierrez-Soliz  8:38
Colors reflect the emotions of someone grieving the loss 
of a loved one.
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THE COMEDY IS OVER
Director: Luke Franklin  12:13
A woman and a man go on a road trip

THE CORRECTORS
Director: Jake Bradbury  13:10
A band of unlikely misfits join forces to “correct” 
perceived injustices they encounter in the world.

THE COUNTDOWN
Director: Melanie Renfroe  28:44
A dark comedy about two best friends staring down the 
barrel of 40. 

THE CUBITAL FOSSA
Directors: Jared Jacobsen, 
Lorena Diaz  2:00
A woman living on the street and battling drug addiction 
encounters herself.

����

Film Festival
O�icial Selection

THE DANCE - 
FORGIVING HER FINDING ME
Director: Cindy Myskiw  13:30
Film Touches on the Complicated Relationship between 
a Dying Mother and her Daughter.

THE DEATH OF AN INSECT
Director: Joshua Gravitt  8:36
A fly keeps a woman awake all night.

THE DICE
Director: Qusay Alkahil  29:42
“The Dice” is an exciting story about a smart yet grim 
person known as “The Hunter.” 
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THE DRUG DEAL
Director: Tanya O’Quinn  8:23
An ‘intimate’ snapshot into the life of a loving father 
providing for his family. 

THE FAINT GOODBYE
Director: Aaron Garcia  9:31
A visually poetic journey between two past lovers revisit 
years later in a cafe. 

THE FAST FAMILY UNDERGROUND
Director: Jamon Holmes  10:22
A man receives a text message from one of his crew 
members about special race, with a distance of a 
quarter mile and the earnings worth a million dollars.

G O LD ENS TAT E F I LM F E S T I VA L . COM

63



GOLDEN STATE FILM FESTIVAL FEB 22-29T

64

THE FEATURE
Director: Derek Diamond  19:29
An aspiring filmmaker learns that life is not a movie.

THE FOXHOLE
Director: John Kestner  17:49
A kidnapped atheist has her first and last conversation 
with God.

THE FUTURE OF FASHION FOR ALL
Director: Mei Ling Marzonie  22:48
The fashion industry is an industry that perpetuates 
harmful discriminatory practices.

THE GARDENER
Director: Derek Shimoda  TBA
An immigrant forges a deep-rooted bond with nature.

THE GIRL WHO FADED AWAY
Director: Brent Heise  5:34
The search for love happens in a place where angels 
fear to tread.

THE GOLDEN CAGE
Directors: Francisco Lopez, 
Mitchka Saberi  16:00
Santiago and Elena travel to the Mexico-U.S. border to 
reunite after decades apart.

THE GRAMS OF OUR LIVES
Directors: Carly Turro, Will Gong  5:59
When a millennial finds out a coffee shop is out of oat 
milk, she’s horrified.

65



64

GOLDEN STATE FILM FESTIVAL FEB 22-29T

65

THE HARVEST
Director: Didier Navarro  12:15
In a dystopian future, a factory worker confronts the 
reality and dangers of her routine job.

THE IMPOSTERS
Director: Nicholas Winter  1:28:00
Maya has just split from her long-term girlfriend and 
meets the enigmatic Hattie. 

THE INTERVIEW FROM HELL
Director: Frank A DeChirico  5:00
Eve has an interview with Tom for an IT support position.

THE JUDGMENTAL PSYCHIATRIST
Director: Noreen Jenkins  6:30
An out-of-touch psychiatrist lacks the empathy needed 
to help her clients.

THE LIVING ROOM
Director: Joseph DiBartolo  21:00
On the eve of her wedding, Sasha contemplates her 
future with drugs, booze, and a love triangle.

THE LOVE ROCK
Director: Ryan Coleman  16:17
A young married couple suffers turbulence in their 
relationship while trying to conceive. 

THE LOVE SONG OF 
WILLIAM H. SHAW
Directors: Marty Ketola, 
Clif Campbell  1:35:25
Bookstore owners helped William H. “Billy” Shaw 
complete the sequel to “Fren-Zee 2.” 
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THE LYRICIST
Director: John Anthony  25:14
A poet, grieving the loss of his wife, finds himself lost in 
what is reality.

THE MAD DOCTOR OF THE 
INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL
Director: Michael Shane Bowles  3:13
While on a ghost tour, a haunted house enthusiast 
attempts to separate fact from fiction.

THE MADISON CRUSH
Director: Kirk Demorest  13:37
A wild, life-changing turn toward an unconventional 
romance.
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THE MAN FROM JALISCO PART 2
Director: Ryan Brandt  29:00
The mystery surrounding a ghostwriter in a newspaper 
who discovers secret information.

THE NO PROBLEM ZONE
Director: Nicholas Sennott  17:21
This place really ought to have better sausages.

THE MARTINI SHOT
Director: Stephen Wallis  1:40:00
An ailing movie director begins to shoot what he be-
lieves to be his final work of art.

THE MEMORY ALBUM
Director: Cameron Ryan Soedi  16:33
In a world where memories fade, an old man battles 
time and dementia.

THE MIRACLE OF YOU
Director: Peter Spruyt  4:49
A five-minute black comedy in which a man takes the 
viewer on his meditation journey. 

THE MUSIC OF ERICH ZANN
Director: Chad Garrett  17:14
A young man, down on his luck, wanders onto an 
unfamiliar street.

THE NIGHT HIKE 2
Director: Talia Abbene  35:40
A group of coworkers go on a night hike. What could go 
wrong? 
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THE NONA
Director: Stacey Stone  52:54
When the world stopped for Covid-19 Edith began the 
lonely process of introspection.

THE NOTE YOU DIDN’T READ
Director: Jim Hendricks  14:34
Explores the realities of sexuality and depression 
through a historical lens: October of 1990.

THE PUPIL
Director: Alan Thornburg  1:11:00
A hitman for a covert agency is given a new 
assignment: he must train his replacement.

THE RISING
Director: Mila Perkins  28:40
Joe Sutton, a Veteran, becomes entangled with a 
conspiracy group.

THE ROAD TO WELL-BEING
Director: Laura L. C. Carlson  28:08
This is the true story of a Mexican mother and retired 
U.S. businessman who come together.

THE SCENARIO
Director: Evan Richards  13:00
Warren is going through one of the hardest moments in 
his life.

THE SCORPION AND THE FROG
Director: Nikolas Smart, 
Adam “J” Celentano  11:38
Two men have a moral discussion about the job they are 
assigned to do. 
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THE SECOND THURSDAY 
OF THE MONTH
Director: Bethanne Stevens  16:00
A short about 2 magicians in Seattle struggling to put on 
a magic show.

THE SECRET CITIES OF 
MARK KISTLER
Director: Jason Corgan Brown  1:38:00
The untold story of the prolific art educator behind the 
beloved 80’s and 90’s shows.

THE SHOWER
Director: Bo Sanders  12:29
A woman’s fate takes a turn after receiving a precious 
gift from her fiancé’s mother.
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THE SIX NUMBERS
Director: Derrick Peprah  7:11
One morning, Derrick stumbles upon an anomaly that 
challenges his grasp of reality. 

THE SLATE
Director: Katherine Connor Duff  8:12
A struggling actress attempts to film a self tape.

THE STORE
Director: Tanya O’Quinn  5:37
“The Store” introduces four roommates and their way of 
‘shopping’ during the pandemic. 

THE STORY OF MR. GLASS
Director: Devon Gulati  56:00
David Glass was an innovative retailer, diehard sports 
fan, and loving family leader. 

THE SUN SETS LIKE A SCAR
Director: Taylor Genovese  6:00
This film investigates the afterlives of Vladimir Lenin in 
eastern Germany.

THE UNRAVELING
Director: Kd Amond  1:35:00
Mary Dunne starts to believe that her husband has been 
replaced by an impostor. 

THE TRADE
Director: Jahmal Holland  10:39
Sunny awakens to find her father, Nada, gone and her 
Tia waiting in his place.
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THE WAY WOMEN ARE
Director: Adam Tuliński  20:00
Ewa starts an affair with a younger man, and her 
husband becomes suspicious. 

THE WICKED: REBORN
Director: Matthew Stalletti  52:00
 Former gunslinger Wesley Alan is sent on the hunt after 
a mysterious Samurai.

THE WISH
Director: Alexandra Ryan  10:25
Sophie is desperate to create the perfect beach day for 
her sister, but everything keeps getting in the way....
especially her sister.

THE WOMB
Director: Frank Cappello  1:39:00
“The Womb centers around Sami, a  deaf woman who 
waits for a family that never returns. 

THEA AND LUCIA
Director: Alyssa Scott  10:19
When two women face demons from the past, they must 
rely on their unbreakable bond. 

THESE DAYS
Director: Edward Gonzalez, Jr.  1:25:00
This is a docudrama about Jay, a 15-year-old artist trying 
to understand his own journey.

THINGS THAT DIDN’T HAPPEN
Director: Joshua Kaufman  13:00
Years after a fateful car accident, a recluse remains 
uncomfortable in his skin.
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THOSE WHO INHERIT THE EARTH
Director: Alek Gearhart  1:32:43
A team of detectives specializing in child abuse cases 
hunts down a group of serial killers. 

THIS TRAIN
Director: Jack Lugar  1:39:36
Ricky “Hellcat” Heller is a fading Americana rock star 
and time and tragedy have taken their toll.

THROUGH THE DAUGHTER’S EYES
Director: Michael Rock  7:07
A little girl and her father go meet up with someone for 
a shady deal.

THUG FOR PRESIDENT
Director: Barry S McLeod  30:00
A group of corrupt politicians collide with a drug cartel 
in a run for The Whitehouse. 
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THUMPER’S REVENGE
Director: Sean Haitz  8:48
Screams echo in the meadow when hunters take aim at 
Bambi. 

TOMORROW WILL BE BETTER
Directors: Jeff Nord, 
Emily Krusche-Bruck  8:31
A couple copes with the final days of terminal cancer 
and one final wish.

TONY CANNOLI
Director: Lavalle Lee  3:36
Meet Tony Cannoli, a loving father, husband and 
mobster.

TRANSCENDENT
Director: Janelle Christa  17:50
RoRo, an elemental being, thrives in unity with others 
and the natural world.

TROUBLED WATER
Director: Davis Huber  1:11:39
Two friends embark on an epic standup paddle journey 
through the Great Lakes.

TUESDAY FILM
Director: Kaylinn Clotfelter  12:36
Kasey is overburdened by the beautiful scenes she sees 
around Springfield, MO.  

TWO LITTLE FISH
Director: Farzam Salami  14:14
Jenny, a children storyteller, is hurting and traumatized. 
She struggles to stay strong. 
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TWO PEOPLE, ONE RING
Director: Evan Richards  8:00
A hotel room. Two engaged lovers live within their own 
rules of attraction.

UNBREAKABLE CONNECTIONS
Director: Carlos Mora  16:37:00
When a girl is neglected by her feuding parents, she 
escapes into her inner world.

UNCOVERED TRUTH
Director: Brandon Shim  3:24
Park, the Prosecutor, confronts Dr. Allard accused of 
having his way with patients.

����

Film Festival
O�icial Selection

UNEXPECTED
Director: David Hunt  1:47:00
Bob is out of a job and trying to wrangle the menagerie 
of animals that Amy has accumulated. 

UNFIX
Director: Graham Streeter  1:45:00
What happens when a straight boy is put through 
Conversion Therapy?

UP THE JUNCTION
Director: Travis Greer  11:15
A couples therapist uses his own melancholy to make 
his clients feel better.

V-CARD
Director: Brooklyn Braaten  7:57
First-time bowler wrestles with a world where virginity 
is personified into a tangible v-card.

75



74

GOLDEN STATE FILM FESTIVAL FEB 22-29V

75

VEGAN
Director: Madeleine Wade  1:30:53
A lesbian, vegan social media influencer goes on a 
quest to search for her biological parents.

VENICE BOULEVARD
Director: Joey De La Cruz  7:00
A private detective takes on big oil to save the eco 
warrior he loves.

VIRAL
Director: Al Chang  11:16
A group of young women’s social media recording 
session turns perilous when they’re stalked.
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W.I.L.S.D.M.
Director: Chloe Owens  19:46
This film breaks down a simple stereotype: that all 
women need in life is a man.

VLA
Director: Rita Pereyra  29:44
Auditions by day, glitzy parties at night, Florence stops 
at nothing to achieve her goals as she dreams of a life 
brighter than Hollywood lights.

WALKING IN THE 
WRONG DIRECTION
Director: Lisa Singletary  18:09
There’s a good chance that Trina and Claire will both 
face another big loss in their lives.

WAVESWATERWALL
Director: Barbara Peikert  8:00
The castaway is literally pulverized and laminated by 
monstrous waves and transformed into a tsunami.

WE ALL SAY GOD
Director: Joshua Chamberlain  16:08
An alcoholic catches his twelve-step sponsor in a 
moment of weakness.

WE WILL NOT BE SILENCED
Director: Luis Solarat  1:23:00
We Will Not Be Silenced is a shocking insight into the 
Orwellian world of online censorship. 

WE’LL ALWAYS HAVE--BLEEP--
Director: Max Radbill  6:23
A narrator recounts her lost love, and the beautiful times 
they shared together.
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WELCOME TO THE 
WHIMSICAL DESERT
Director: Heidi Appe  14:30
An episodic web series focusing on solo travel and its 
unique discoveries.

WESTERMAN: MEMORIAL TO THE 
IDEA OF MAN IF HE WAS AN IDEA
Director: Leslie Buchbinder  1:30:43
A 3-D documentary film about the life and work of artist 
and marine H.C. (“Cliff”) Westermann.

WHEN IT PAYS
Director: Marisa Bertani  10:46
When Erin goes home for Passover, she decides 
whether her family deserves to know a secret.

WHERE THE DEAD GO
Director: Alberto Rodriguez  1:30:00
Caleb Murdock is living the American dream, one bloody 
nightmare at a time. 

WHISKY MOUNTAIN DAYS
Director: Bill Walker  10:07
When a young man falls for a famed actress, can he 
control his overflowing emotions?

WHY ARE YOU LEAVING?
Director: Landon Stephen Popadic  
22:17
A young couple’s engagement is put in jeopardy when a 
close family member dies.

WHY DOGS HOWL
Director: Sandi Johnson  4:51
A BOY and GIRL are out on their first date. It rapidly 
devolves into the BOY vomiting out his life.
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WISTERIA
Director: Samuel Jacob Attias  56:03
A farmer sees his life brutally changed after committing 
the murder of a Native.

WITHOUT YOU
Director: Al Friedman  TBA
Hannah and Al, a couple deeply entwined in love, yet 
fate deals them a difficult hand.

WORDLOTTO
Director: Johnny Baca  59:00
Tom Brennan handles appeals from citizens who claim 
WordMeters are malfunctioning.
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WORN FACES
Director: Nikhail Asnani  1:33:00
An anthology of one man shows.

WRITER’S BLOCK
Directors: Benjamin Schwarzschild, 
Eli Waltz  5:00
A stop motion animation music video for the song “Writ-
er’s Block” by Eli Waltz.

YOLKS
Director: Jesse Womack  3:57
John struggles with food and body image in the form of 
his own subconscious.

YOU DON’T DESERVE THIS
Director: Shaun Rylee  8:00
A dead sea separates the almost-was and the art of 
letting go.

YOU, FOREVER
Director: Brenda Kovrig  14:36
You, Forever is a film that incorporates documentary and 
dark comedy fantasy fiction.

ZIMATA SVURSHI
Director: Hugo Keijzer  8:33
A young mother tries to cope with her teenage 
daughter’s growing anxiety. 

ZOE
Director: Gaby Scott  27:00
A portrait of a teenage big wave surf phenom, who’s 
pooled mentors to guide her.G O LD ENS TAT E F I LM F E S T I VA L . COM



GOLDEN STATE FILM FESTIVAL FEB 22-29Additional Films

80

ALTERED PERCEPTIONS
Director: Jorge Ameer   2:00:00
Things begin to take a strange turn and something 
more menacing and frightening begins to happen – 
something so deadly and bizarre that modern science 
cannot begin to explain it.    

NEW BREATH
Director: Chris Moreira  9:43
After a difficult separation, Caroline is in depression and 
can’t get back on track.

THE HAUNTING OF HOLLYWOOD
Director: Lilia Doytchinova  1:24:35 
A man confronts the ghosts of his past in a desperate 
journey mirroring his mother’s tragic demise beneath 
the iconic Hollywood sign.   
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